It is not meant to be alleged that in all these instances the first attack was that in which the disease of the heart commenced ; on the contrary it is to be remembered that not only are there among these cases in which inflammation of the heart commenced along with their subsequent attack, but also cases must be included which were not due to rheumatic inflammation at all, and in which the diseases were merely coincident: the last case in particular was believed to be one of this sort, where the disease of the heart was believed to have been prior to his first rheumatic attack.
The age on admission of those contained in the last Table, gives the In addition to the record of previous attacks in acute cases, an attempt has been made in all the rheumatic cases1 to-gether, to ascertain how many had at any time suffered from acute rheumatism, and to note the condition of the heart. In 450 instances this record has been kept, when it appeared that 200 had had previous attacks of some sort or other, while 250 had never suffered from it before to their knowledge. In 88, so far as could be made out, the attack was acute, and 32 had disease of the heart, only 2 being marked as doubtful. In almost all, the date of the first attack has been recorded. fallacy already noticed, that disease of the heart does sometimes occur, although very rarely in a subacute attack ; but the question was always put before the heart was examined, and the result was that in only two instances, as already noticed, the heart was affected with a history of merely slight rheumatism. The ratio of diseases of the heart has, therefore, only been given for 
